
Subscribe | ePaper

 

You Might Also Like Promoted Stories

Friday, Oct. 23, 2015 | 12:35 p.m.

Updated: 1:38 a.m. Friday, Oct. 23, 2015 | Posted: 5:50 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 22, 2015

Middies will try to cool off Mason

By John Cummings 

Contributing Writer 

MIDDLETOWN — Mason High School football coach Brian Castner’s squad learned so much at the end of the 2014 season.

With a Division I playoff berth in sight, the Comets were somehow shut out in Week 10 by Sycamore and missed the postseason.

“We are going to continue to have great weeks and try to go 1-0 that week,” Castner said as his team prepared to invade Barnitz Stadium for a Friday night Greater Miami Conference 
game against Middletown. “Last year I think we were focused on the prize, and this year we aren’t. We are more alert about our surroundings, and hopefully we can continue things.”

Mason (6-2, 4-1 GMC) has won its last four games by an average of 19 points and sits in sixth in the Region 2 playoff race.

While the Comets are looking to keep a string going, Middletown is looking to get on a run.

The Middies have had a roller-coaster year, winning a couple and then losing a couple, resulting in a 3-5 mark (2-3 in the GMC). But they are coming off a 42-6 win over Sycamore.

“We’ve got to get to be the team we can be. That’s what we need to do,” Middletown coach Chris Wells said. “It has been an up-and-down year, but we just prepare and try to reach 
our potential each week. There were a couple of weeks we feel like we didn’t come out and put our best foot forward and other times that we have gone out and had excellent 
performances.”

The Middies’ home finale may be their quickest game as both teams are ground-oriented.

Middletown averages 218 of its 289 yards per game on the ground, while Mason’s running attack accounts for 217 of its 288 yards.

“There are a lot of familiar schemes between us,” Wells said. “They are very well coached and a very good football team. And you don’t get that good by accident.”

Vincent Calhoun leads Middletown with 429 yards on the ground, while Bryson White has led Mason with 772 yards. Comets quarterback Preston Hutchinson has been efficient, 
connecting on 53 percent of his passes for 571 yards and seven scores with two interceptions.

While Castner knows how cliché it sounds, he knows the trenches are where the outcome is going to be decided.

“It sounds boring, but every game comes down to the line,” Castner said. “We win the game up front or they win the game up front. Both of us have fast kids. It is just who gets ahold 
of the line of scrimmage.”

Friday’s game

What: Mason (6-2, 4-1 GMC) at Middletown (3-5, 2-3 GMC), 7 p.m.

Where: Cris Carter Field at Barnitz Stadium, 1211 S. Main St., Middletown

Last meeting: Mason won 22-6 in 2014
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